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Giraffe Conservation Status Report

Sub-region: Southern Africa

General statistics
Size of country: 801,590 km?

Size of protected areas / percentage protected area coverage: 25%

(Sub)species

South African giraffe (Giraffa camelopardalis giraffa)

Conservation Status

IUCN Red List (IUCN 2012):

Giraffa camelopardalis (as a species) — least concern
Giraffa camelopardalis giraffa — not assessed

In the Republic of Mozambique:

Giraffe in the Republic of Mozambique (referred to as Mozambique in this report) are protected under the
Forestry and Wildlife Law (Law No. 10/99) and Regulations of the Forestry and Wildlife Law (Decree No.
12/2002). Giraffe are listed in Annexure 2 of the Regulations as a protected species that may not be hunted.
They are listed as one of the eight mammals on Mozambique’s National Red List that are either extinct or in
danger of extinction (MICOA 2009).

Issues/threats

Conversion, loss, degradation and fragmentation of natural habitats as well as over-exploitation of
resources and wildlife are some of the biggest threats facing Mozambique’s biodiversity (Beyers et al. 2013;
Weyerhaeuser 2013; WWF 2013; Olund Wingqvist 2011; MICOA 2009). Agricultural expansion, conversion
of land to industrial plantations, logging, firewood cutting, charcoal production, uncontrolled wildfires and
illegal hunting have altered natural environments and threaten the survival of many species (Beyerset al.
2013, Olund Wingqvist 2011; MICOA 2009). Giraffe are one of the most threatened large mammal species
in Mozambique (Beyers et al. 2013).

GCF is dedicated to securing a future for all giraffe populations and (sub)species in the wild.



The Mozambican civil war (1977-1992) has severely impacted biodiversity conservation in the country
(Lindsey & Bento 2012). Most protected areas in Mozambique were established in the 1960s and 1970s
(Beyerset al. 2013). During the war, these areas were mostly abandoned, and, without adequate
management, infrastructure lapsed into a state of degradation (Beyers et al. 2013). Protected areas were
invaded and occupied by local people from the surrounding areas as well as military troops (Beyerset al.
2013; Lindsey & Bento 2012; MICOA 2009). During this time, illegal and uncontrolled hunting was rampant
and wildlife populations, particularly large mammals, were severely overexploited to the point of depletion
(Beyerset al. 2013; Lindsey & Bento 2012; Miller et al. 2012; Le Bel et al. 2011; Olund Wingqvist 2011;
MICOA 2009; DEAT 2002).

Since the end of the war, the national government has directed efforts on the establishment and
rehabilitation of the protected areas network and the recovering of lost wildlife populations in
Mozambique (Lindsey & Bento 2012; MICOA 1997). These efforts have been challenged by several
constraints such as weak operational capacity, poor infrastructure and a lack of funding and human
resources (MICOA 1997). lllegal hunting still continues on a large scale in most protected areas and human
population growth combined with people’s dependency on natural resource contributes to an increase in
human-wildlife conflict (WWF 2013; Lindsey & Bento 2012; Miller et al. 2012; Le Bel et al. 2011; MICOA
2009).

Estimate population abundance and trends
Historic

South African giraffe (G. c. giraffa) formerly occurred in southern Mozambique, mainly to the south of the
Save River and Limpopo Rivers in the Guija, Uanetze, Saute and Funhalouro Regions (Agreco 2008; East
1999; Dagg 1962%).

By the early 1970s giraffe in Mozambique were extinct in most of their former range and the few surviving
animals were restricted to the area between the Limpopo River and Kruger National Park on the western
South African border (East 1999). Mozambique’s civil conflict took its toll on the wildlife in the following
decades and by the late 1990s, giraffe were thought to have gone extinct in the country (East 1999).

Recent

In recent years, giraffe have been re-introduced into Limpopo National Park, Zinave National Park and
Maputo Special Reserve in southern Mozambique (Beyers et al. 2013; MICOA 2009).

Eighty-two giraffe were translocated from Kruger National Park in South Africa to Limpopo National Park
between 2002 and 2007 as part of the development of the Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park (I.
Engelbrecht pers. comm). In 2002, sections of the boundary fence between Kruger and Limpopo National
Parks were removed to allow for cross-border movement of wildlife (Peace Parks Foundation 2012). In
2008, another 33 giraffe were introduced into Limpopo National Park (A. Alexander pers. comm.). A
country-wide aerial wildlife census conducted in 2008 reported the only giraffe in Mozambique occurred in
Limpopo National Park (MICOA 2009; Agreco 2008). At the time of the census the population was
estimated at 125 individuals (Agreco 2008).

'G.c wardi, as referred to by Dagg (1962) is now considered to be a synonym of G. c. giraffa (Dagg 1971).
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Current

In 2010, an aerial census of Limpopo National Park estimated the giraffe population at 116 individuals
(Stephenson 2010). These numbers were potentially an undercount as anecdotal observations from patrols
suggested that more giraffe could be found in the park (A. Alexander pers. comm.). Giraffe in Limpopo
National Park have grown in numbers and distributed themselves across the park including all the way into
the eastern sandveld area (A. Alexander pers. comm.). A recent aerial survey of Limpopo National Park was
conducted in 2013, but the results of this count were not yet available at the time of writing, although will
be updated when available (A. Alexander pers. comm.).

In 2012, seven giraffe were translocated from Kruger National Park to Mozambique’s Zinave National Park
as part of an initiative to rehabilitate the park (Masala 2012; Miller et al. 2012). Zinave National Park forms
part of the larger transfrontier conservation area surrounding the Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park.

During a wildlife restocking initiative implemented as part of a collaboration between the Mozambican and
South African governments, six giraffe from Hluhluwe Game Reserve and two from Tembe Elephant Park in
South Africa’s KwaZulu-Natal province were translocated to Mozambique’s Maputo Special Reserve in 2012
(A. Guenha pers. comm.; Peace Parks 2013). Maputo Special Reserve forms part of the Lubombo
Transfrontier Conservation Area (Peace Parks 2012). An aerial census later in that year confirmed that the
translocated animals had adapted well to their new environment and in 2013, an additional 12 giraffe, six
from Ndumo Game Reserve and six from Pongola Nature Reserve in KwaZulu Natal, were introduced into
the reserve (A. Guenha pers. comm.; Peace Parks 2013). So far three offspring have been born bringing the
current number of giraffe in Maputo Special Reserve to 23 individuals (A. Guenha pers. comm.).

In summary, current giraffe numbers for Mozambique are all re-introduced and estimated at 146 South
African giraffe, with 116 in Limpopo National Park, seven in Zinave National Park and 23 in Maputo Special

Reserve.

Future Conservation Management
The following are proposed conservation management options for giraffe in Mozambique:
* Development of National Giraffe Strategy for Mozambique;

* Any future giraffe introductions into Mozambique should only be the same (sub)species as
previously introduced: G. c. giraffa;

* Anti-poaching efforts to conserve the key population in Limpopo National Park;

* Support to dedicated giraffe conservation, habitat protection, education and awareness initiatives
(government, NGO and academic)

Acknowledgements

We would like to thank Anthony Alexander, Armando Guenha, Dave Cooper and Irma Engelbrecht for their
valuable input. This study was financially supported by the Giraffe Conservation Foundation, Auckland Zoo,
Blank Park Zoo and the Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund.

ce

P Country Profile: Republic of Mozambique — Giraffe Conservation Status Report 3



Agreco, 2008.Agreco. 2008. National census of wildlife in Mozambique: Final report. Ministerio da
Agricultura, Mozambique.

Byers, B., Cumbi, R., Falcao, M., Gaspar, F., Macandza, V. & Pereira, M. 2013. Mozambique environmental
threats and opportunities assessment. Environmental United States Agency for International Development
(USAID). Washington DC, USA.

Dagg, A.l. 1962. The distribution of the giraffe in Africa. School of Graduate Studies, University of Waterloo,
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada.

DEAT 2002. SA releases hundreds of wildlife into Mozambique. Department of Environmental Affairs and
Tourism, South African Government Information. http://www.info.gov.za/speeches/2002/
02081413461001.htm (Accessed 14 October 2013).

East, R. 1999. African Antelope Database 1998. IUCN/SSC Antelope Specialist Group. IUCN, Gland,
Switserland and Cambridge, UK.

Forestry and Wildlife Law (Law No. 10/99) and Regulations of the Forestry and Wildlife Law (Decree No.
12/2002).

IUCN 2012. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2012.1. http://www.iucnredlist.org.
Downloaded on 24 August 2012.

Le Bel, S., Murwira, A., Mukamuri, B., Czudek, R., Taylor, R. & La Grange, M. 2011. Human Wildlife Conflicts
in Southern Africa: Riding the Whirl Wind in Mozambique and in Zimbabwe. In The Importance of Biological
Interactions in the Study of Biodiversity. LA pez-Pujol (Ed.). 283-322. ISBN: 978-953-307-751-2, InTech
publishers.

Lindsey, P. & Bento, C. 2012. lllegal Hunting and the Bushmeat Trade in Central Mozambique. A Case-study
from Coutada 9, Manica Province. TRAFFIC East/Southern Africa, Harare, Zimbabwe.

Mashala, P. 2012. Game on for Kruger Park Wildlife Services. Farmer's weekly.
http://www.farmersweekly.co.za/article.aspx?id=29588&h=GameonforKrugerParkWildlifeServices
(Accessed 7 October 2013).

MICOA 1997. Strategy and Areas for Action for the Conservation of Biological Diversity in Mozambique.
Ministry for the Coordination of Environmental Affairs, Maputo, Mozambique.

MICOA 2009. The National Report on Implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity in
Mozambique. Ministry for the Coordination of Environmental Affairs, Maputo, Mozambique.

Miller, M., Zimmerman, D., Buss, P., Dreyer, C., Joubert, J., Mathebula, N., Hausler, G. & Hofmeyr, M. 2012.
Bringing giraffe back to Zinave NP, Mozambique. VetCom 51: 37.

Olund Wingqvist, G. 2011. Environment and Climate Change Policy Brief — Mozambique: Generic outline.
Sida’s Helpdesk for Environmental and Climate Change. Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency, Stockholm, Sweden.

Peace Parks Foundation. 2012. Annual Review. Peace Parks Foundation. Stellenbosch, South Africa.

Peace Parks Foundation. 2013. Lubombo Transfrontier Conservation and Resource Area.
http://www.peaceparks.org/tfca.php?pid=19&mid=1006 (Accessed 5 October 2013).

Country Profile: Republic of Mozambique — Giraffe Conservation Status Report




Stephenson, A. 2010. Parque Nacional do Limpopo aerial wildlife census. Wildlife Management Services,
Maputo, Mozambique.

Weyerhaeuser, F. J. 2013. Environmental problems in Mozambique. World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).
http://wwf.panda.org/who_we_are/wwf_offices/mozambique/environmental_problems_in_mozambique/
(Accessed 4 October 2013).

WWF 2013. Environmental problems in Mozambique. http://wwf.panda.org/who_we_are/wwf offices/
mozambique/environmental_problems_in_mozambique/ (Accessed 21 October 2013).

Citation

Marais, A.J., Fennessy, S. & Fennessy, J. 2013. Country Profile: A rapid assessment of the giraffe
conservation status in the Republic of Mozambique. Giraffe Conservation Foundation, Windhoek, Namibia.

Map

In preparation.

ce

portvy Country Profile: Republic of Mozambique — Giraffe Conservation Status Report 5



